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Last month, was given the opportunity to join the pilgrims group of Nagoya for the beati
fication ceremony of the 188 Japanese martyrs. On November 23, we went to the Urakami C

A Moment of Grace in Nagasaki athedral to hear mass. Fortunately, the celebrant of the mass, Cardinal Jose ___, was the one

who would beatify the 188 Japanese martyrs. It was a great privilege for me that after the m
ass | was able to kiss his hand, which is a Filipino culture meaning respect. From there, we s
Ogawa Cecile pent the day visiting the different churches in the area.

On the following day, November 24, the 188 Japanese martyrs were beatified. For me, it wa
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s a grace-filled moment, because | was able to witness this ceremony. It was solemn despite
188 the heavy rains. During the ceremony, there were significant symbols that caught my attenti
on. There were birds circling the altar during the heavy downpour of the rain, as if they also
wanted to be a part of the ceremony. And the weather suddenly cleared up from the homily
11 23 until the communion. There may be other interpretations for these things, but for me, they
signify a message of faith that God was there.
The homily of Cardinal Shirayanagi challenged me not to be afraid of my witnessing as a Ca
188 tholic Christian. As the example given by the Japanese martyrs, | should also have the coura
ge to practice my faith.
In my whole stay in Nagasaki, I”ve never felt that | was with strangers. This really inspired
me and made me realize that “NO ONE IS A STRANGER IN GOD’S LOVE”.

11 24 188

Despite of cold wind and pouring rain, | was
one of the thousand people who gathered 11 24 188
and took part in the joyful ceremony of "Beatif
ication of 188 Japanese Martyrs™ in Nagasaki

baseball stadium last Nov 24th Monday momin

Nagasaki®s Report

g Miyazaki Rose
The ceremony was led by Car. Jose Saraiva

Martin, a representative of Pope Benedict XVI.

During the mass, newly beatified martyrs were introduced.
Some died on the cross, others were drowned, burnt and be
headed. It's sorrowful! But, it shows their faithfulness in Ch
rist by sacrificing their life into death.

For me, this big event gives me haope to keep my strong f
aith. The martyrs urged me to fight for everything in daily i
fe without fear. That, | am not alore....God is always there!
Thank you Lord for such a grace and privileged given to att
end that pilgrimage with good health and strength.
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