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"lam a Catholic and | wholeheartedly
accept to die for God. If 1 hawe a
thousand lives to offer,l will offer
them all up to Him"

"Reading the History of the Life of St.Lorenzo Ruiz the
Manila,a Filipino Saint can touch ones calling Christian,
a real Roman Catholic.This Saint,is a model to everyone to
test how deep ore absorbs his Religion.For me,his life

awakens me to value my catholic faith and make Lord Jesus
Christ the center of my journey on earth.He was destined to
suffer hardest torture,persecution and trials to renounce
his faith,and free himself to die.Yet,his answer,if he has
given a chance to live a thousand times,he"ll always die as
a Roman Catholic.This very unique Christian faith made

him my idol Saint.In memory of him ,i name my first son Ken
Renzo to remind me his example of my great love of God."




" St_Lawrence Ruiz,is half Filipino/Chinese.
During his youthful years he served as an altar

boy or sacristan.A talented and good father of
three children.St.lLawrence Ruiz,is the first
Filipino Saint who was beatified by Pope Paul
in Luneta Park,Philippines and was canonized
SAINT on October 18,1987 in Rome.His feast day
falls on September 28.For me,he is a model of
FAITH. I admire him for his selfless giving up
his life for the love of GOD.Being a Fillipino
and a Christian like him,how 1 wish to be
strong in my faith especially when I face
difficulties in life_l am asking the Lord our
GO through his intercession to give me
strength and hope to follow his footsteps,in
his loyalty and faithfulness to GOD."
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A Moment of Grace in Nagas
aki

Ogawa Cecile

SAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAL

188
11 23
188
11 24 188

Last month, was given the opportunity to join the pilgrims group of Nagoya fo
r the beatification ceremony of the 188 Japanese martyrs. On November 23, we we

nt to the Urakami Cathedral to hear mass. Fortunately, the celebrant of the mass,

Cardinal Jose __ , was the one who would beatify the 188 Japanese martyrs. It was
a great privilege for me that after the mass | was able to kiss his hand, which is a
Filipino culture meaning respect. From there, we spent the day visiting the differe
nt churches in the area.

On the following day, November 24, the 188 Japanese martyrs were beatified. Fo
r me, it was a grace-filled moment, because | was able to witness this ceremony. It
was solemn despite the heavy rains. During the ceremony, there were significant sy
mbols that caught my attention. There were birds circling the altar during the heav
y downpour of the rain, as if they also wanted to be a part of the ceremony. And t
he weather suddenly cleared up from the homily until the communion. There may
be other interpretations for these things, but for me, they signify a message of fait
h that God was there.

The homily of Cardinal Shirayanagi challenged me not to be afraid of my witnessi
ng as a Catholic Christian. As the example given by the Japanese martyrs, | should
also have the courage to practice my faith.

Despite of cold wind and pouring rain,
I was one of the thousand people who ga

thered

and took part in the joyful ceremony of "
Beatification of 188 Japanese Martyrs" in
Nagasaki baseball stadium last Nov 24th

Monday morning.

The ceremony was led by Car. Jose Sar

11 24 188

Nagasaki*s Report

Miyazaki Rose

aiva Martin, a representative of Pope Benedict XVI.

During the mass, newly beatified martyrs were introd

uced. Some died on the cross, others were drowned,

burnt and beheaded. It's sorrowful! But, it shows thei

r faithfulness in Christ by sacrificing their life into de

ath.

For me, this big event gives me hope to keep my str

ong faith. The martyrs urged me to fight for everythi

ng in daily life without fear. That, | am not alone....G
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